IN THE STATE OF NIISSISSIPPI
BEFORE THE N[ISSISSIPPI REAL ESTATE COMMISSION

MSSISSIPHREA‘LESTATECMSSION . . .. COMPLAINANT

V8. . NO. 005-1302

LASHANDA ALEXANDER, SALESPERSON

. DOUGLAS MASELLE PRINCIPAL BROKER - RESPONDENTS

| AGREED ORDER .

COMES NOW before the MISSISSIPPI Real Estate Comzmssmn (sometlmes heremaﬁer caIled

""‘Comnussmn"), pursuant to the authority of Miss. Code Ann §§ 73-35-1 et seq, and the

adm:mstratlve rules of the Com:mssmn, th1s Complamt against Douglas Maselle, Pnnmpal Bzoker,

| and Lashanda AIexander, Salesperson Pnor to any heanng before the Commlssxon, the parhes

. announeed the:r stlpulauon and agreement as. to the resolution of the matters alleged and any

d:sc1plmary actmns that may be unposed By entenng into this oxder; the Respondents walve their
nght toa hearmg w1th full due process, and the right to appeal ay ; adverse decxslon resultmg from

that hearmg Havmg reached an agreement on the matter, the Commission issues its Fmdmgs of

Fact Conelusmns of Law and D:suphnary Order as follows: .
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' Respondent Douglas Maselle sometrmes heremaﬂ;er “Masel!e” is an adult resrdent emzen

, °f MSSISSle whose Iast known address of record wrth the Cormmssmn is 4001 Lakeland Dnve, '

: Jackson, MS 39232 Maselle is the holder of a real estate broket’s hcense 1ssued by the

Com_nnssron pursuant to Mrss; C_ode Ann. §§73-35-1, et seg, as .arnended and, as such, he is

- subje_et--to-:-ﬂae;provisionSr--fuies,-‘.regu:laﬁonsf.and .statutes governing the .Salﬂ ﬂﬁd transfer of real
estate and hoensmg of real estate brokers under MISSISSIppl law. Respondent Maselle is the

: responsrble broker for Respondent Salesperson Lashanda Alexander

o | n.
Respondent Lashanda Alexander, sometnnes heremafter “Alexander is an adult resxdent -
emzen of Mlsmssrppr whOSe last known address of record with the Comrmssron is 224 Key

Drive, Madrson,,‘ MS : 39110 'Alexander is the holder of a real estate sales Ilcense zssued by the

| Commrssron pursnant to MISS Code Amn. §§73 35-1 et seq as amended and as such, sheis.

subjeet to the provrslons, rules mgulatrons and statutes governmg the saIe and transfer of real

| estateand llcensmg of real estate brokers under Mississippi law..

.

. On November 28 2018 the Corm:mssron reoelved 2 swom Wwritten - cemplamt from
Chnstopher Seals, P 0. Box 123 Tougaloo ‘Station, Jackson MS 39174. This complalnt stems.

ﬁ'om a sales transacnon on the properly loeated at 1230 Cemetery Rd Edwards, MlSSlSSlppl 39066.

This was a dual agency ,transactlon.
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Seals isa ecntractor whc purchases homes, does repairs and upgl'adess aﬂd then sells them.

" He had a busmess partner, Naﬂlahe Mrnor w1th whom he also had a romantrc relatronshrp Seals

stated that the plan was for him to teach Mmor the busmess of flrppmg houses. Mrnor worked out

. of town, S0 she executed a Power of Atterney authorrzrng Seals to srgn documents on her behalf

V.

. Seals. stﬁted that“he and Mmor‘Were pattii j"'fs i thifs Hame that they had for sale in eaily 2018.

At tlus tnne, however -Seals had no- legal trtle interest, Nathahe Mmor was vested with fee sunple _

-trtle t:o the property by warranty ‘deed recorded on August 23 2017. When this Cemetery Rd
. property was ready to 'sell-, R'espondent-.Alexander was-=contacted to ‘be the Irstrng .agent.

Resptmdent Alexander and Seals ma s the property inJune 2018 and.Seal's‘signed the fransactional

. documents Respondent Lashanda Alexander later found a buyer An offer wis presented and .
' accepted ‘and Seals spoke wrth lfus partner Mrnor and told her he had requested that Respondent

‘Alexander send copres of the contract o Farrss Crrsler, who was to be the closing attorney, and to

Communrty Bank Seals complarnt contmued by -saymg that Réspondent Alexander called lmn

: g _statrng that Minor-had’ rnstructed Her to only tell Mmor all the information on the property and not

o tell Seals anythmg about this transactlon

VI

Seals informed Fariss Crisler of tlris'develtrpmcnt- and Crisler then contacted Minor to say that lre

would not close on the property unless she signed a documentto al]ow her and Seals to be paid with

separate checks from the settlement proceeds Seals further stated that' Respondenr Alexander

notrﬁed the bank to not provrde Seals mrormatrcn on the properi:y, and that she also assisted Minor” '

in changmg elosmg attomeys from Cnsler to attorney Parge Pums Seals found out about the new |
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closmg date and ﬁled a Irs pendens on 8/9/2018 Seals elalmed that Respondent Alexander knew

- about this, which was why another closing attorney was chosen '

‘_\nu..;

On March 4, 2019, Respondent Maselle’s responge was received. Enclosed in the-broker -
response was an exclnsive listing agreement that was not dated. ‘There was a WWREB - form that .
- hada exrcle drawn around the words “SELLER’S AGENT” above the deﬁmtlon of that term, but

. sel.ler Nathahe Mmor but not dated Another WWREB form, with the buyer s srgnature and date,

_ | _also only had the box lrent (drsclosed dual agent)” checked. An’ Informatlonal Statement for the
-PCDS was not dated by the seller upon signing, The PCDS was not dated by the seller upon listing,

B 'However Mmor d1d sxgn and date 1t at the closmg A Century 21 Contract for Sale form was used |

in ¢ the- transactlon, and although it oontamed the buyer’ s signatare. and date of offer, the seller

Minor’s srgnature was not dated Thls form d1d contam a block for use by the Buyer’s agent to

document the date and tlme ofa fu.lly éxecuted contract. It was dated 8/12/18 at noon,
| | VI | |

B Reéspondent Lashanda 'Alex'ander said in her 'responee etafement that Seals told her about the -
- ,Cemetery Rd properl:y in June 2018 and he explamed that Mnlor wotked out of town and he, hke
on the earlier property in Byram would be srgmng paperwork on her behalf by the POA.
Everythmg seemed to ‘be going well until around July 25 2018 when she received a call from
g 'Mmor Minor told Respondent Alexander that Minor informed Seals that she was gozng 1o instruct

Respondent Alexander }o speak solely wrth Minor personally zsout the hstmg, and that Seals had

' become enraged upon hearmg that Mmor also told Respondent Alexander that she and Seals were

| not 50/50 parmers, and that every property Minor purchased hadbeen solely with her funds Minor

:p4,
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'called Seals a con artist Wlth no’ money, and that Mmor eould send Seals to Ja.ll for depletmg one of
her bank accounts. Shoﬂly thereafter an offer was received. When Respondent Alexander “‘mﬁed .
Seals- of this, Seals told ReSpondent Alexander not to tell Minor anything, and only deal with him.
B Respondent Alexander replred (correetly) that’ she oouldn’t do that because Mmor was her client
and so she had to. mform Mmor about it: It was Respondent Alexander s understandmg that Minor
and Seals were boyfnend and glrlﬁlend, and. during that conversation about the offer Seals told her
_ thatMmorwasmstmadhee‘aueeheandeorhad bro”ken up N R
When' Minor was ‘snoseqﬁendy notiﬁed Minor said she was coming back to town to speak to
Fartis Cnsler abont what Seals had done Minor knew that Crisler and Seals were ﬁ-lends and
Mmor dsd not trust them Mmor asked Respondent Alexander if there was another closing attomey
that she could refer the closmg to, and Pa:lge Purvrs, Esq was suggested Respondent Alexander
_'stated that she never told the Iender riof to- speak w1th Sea]s and she is not aware of any -
conversatron between Cnsler and Minor about makmg separate payments from the proceeds |
o X |
| After Minot aeeepted tﬁe offer, a horne'inspecﬁon was conducted and, as a result, the buyer '
' -subnntted a request of repalrs Respondent Alexander called Seals to mform him of this and Seals
stated that he was ot “domg a damn thang 7 After that occurred all communication by
Respondent Alexander was directed to Minor. Respondent AIexander never attempted to contact
Seals agam and, to her knowledge Seals. has not attempted o call Alexander. Minor later paid

| La_ke Village Contraetors approxxmately_ $3300 to complet_e the requested mspection repairs.

p.d N
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Respondent Alexander stated that it was: her understandmg ﬁ'om Minor that Minor tried
o callmg Seals on, several oecasmns, but he dxdn't respond Minor subsequenﬁy revoked her POA to
Seals and the closmg took place on 8/30/2018 Respondent ‘Alexander claimed she was' unaware of

any lawsmt ﬁle.d by Seals-, or alis pendens ﬁled prior to the closing; and that it wasn’t unnl attomey _

* John Fike caueahsrthen:stweekmsser 2018 that A Respondint Alexaridet kv aboit any

lawsuit. Palge Purv1s, Esq also called Respondent Alexander in September 2018 and stated that '
'-attomey John Fike. had called hm | | '
As part of this 'finvesti'g'aﬁon, Attorney Fariss “Crisler was contacted on 5/1 41201 9, asking if he o
| ten:lembeted having a.eonversatiOn a{rith Respondent A‘lexander or Mmor Crisler stated that did hot
.remember ever speaking ‘with Respondent Alexander but stated that he did recall talking: wrth
- Minor. Cnsler was asked ifhe told Minor he would not do the closmg unless there were Separate
. ‘settlement proceeds checks- issued to Seals and Mmor, and Cnsler said he would have to refer to his
E&O mpresentatwe to see xf he could answer that quesnon, because at that tlme thete was pend:ng
htlgat:on between Seals and Mmor Of note is that Cnsler notanzed Minor’s mgnature on the POA
and probably ereated that document Furﬂ1er, Seals did” not ﬁle the: POA for recordmg in the
' Chancery clerk’s ofﬁce unnl early August of 2018 when he filed his lis pendens- for recording,
' although Seals was usmg the POA as far baek as April of 2018: To be clear Mmor was Respondent |

- Alexander’s chent and not Seals
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 The Commission finds fhat the sbove and foregoing described acts and omissions of the

; Respondents constltute wolatmns of the Mtss1ss1pp1 Real Estate Brokers License Act of 1954, a8

amended, §§73-35—l et seq., MISS Code Ann and the Rules and Regulatlons of the

Commissmn and, more speclﬁcally, §73-35-21(l)(t) and (n) and Commlssxon Rules 31Aand

4.2 G ® whlch provide, m relevant parts:

- - As'to Respondent Bnuglas Ma:selle. S

Rule 3 1A It shall be the duty of the responsxble broker to instuct the licénsees hcensed under that |

broker in the fundamentals of real estate practlce ethics of the profession and the MISSISSlpPl Real g

Estate License Law and to exercise superwsmn of their real esta.te actmtles for which a Ilcense is

requn'ed

Rule 42 G "Flducmry RESPOHSIbﬂItIES" are those dutles due the pImclpal (chent) ina real estate .
transaction are; = :

(5) "Reasoriable skill, eare and dﬂlgence - the ag'ent must perform all duties with the care
_ and dlhgence which may be reasonably expected of. somepne undertakmg such duties. -

'§73-35-21....'.'.f,....;...'.:....,... |

(n) Any act or conduct, whether of the same or a dlfferent ehara.cter than heremabove specified,
which constttutes or demonsn'ates bad faxth, mcompetency o untrustworﬂuness, or dishonest, -

fraudulent or improper.dealing.
Asto _Respondent- Lashan_da- Alexander: ©

§73;35'21.noc'oeedt.-------oonc."--oa ) ' :
(n) Any act or conduct, whether of the same or a different chara,cter than hereinabove specified,

'which constitutes or demonstrates bad faith, mcompetency o1 untrust\nrorﬂuness, or dlshonest

ﬁ'audulent or jmproper deahng

. Rule 4 2G "Flducxary Respons1b111t1es" are. those duties due the prmclpal (chent) in a real estate

transac’aon a:re

.(5) 'Reasonable Sklﬂ care and diligence' - the agent nust perfonn all duties with the care
and diligence whlch may. be reasonably expected of somecne undertaking such duties,
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_‘date Maselle s1gns i

DISCIPLINARX_ ORDER
THEREFORE by agreement, understandmg and consent, the- Commlssmn ORDERS chsclphﬂe

as foIlows | -

the "Commi'ssion orders that his license incur aone (1)

Asta_l)ou las Maselle Pringi 2al Br er,

~ month stlspension, held m abeyaiice, followed by eIeven (11) months of probation, beginning the

-_ Esta:te Statutes and Comxmssmn Rules and also eontmgent upon hml completmg elght (8) hours of

Contmumg Educatlon (4 héuts of Agency, 2 hours of Contract law and 2 hours of License Law)

' wzthm 30 days of Maselle mgmng thls order Sa:td education must be completed in a classroom A

settmg and will not be the same classes ﬁ'om the same prov:deras those used by this Respondent in
h1s last renewal penod Fm'ther these classes will be courses approved by this Commlsswn aud be -
in addztum fo the regular hours of contmmng educatlon already requxred of Ticensees for license

renewal Ewdence of eompletmg these classes isto be prowded to this Comzmssmn

As to Lashanda Alexandez:, Sales Agent, the Comm1ss:on orders that her license incur a one'( 1)

month suspenswn, held in abeyance, and followed by eleven ) months of probatlon begmmng ‘. :

the daté she signs' tlns order, and- contmgent upon both her futwre comphance w:th all Mlsmsappl
Real Estate Statutes and Commlssmn Rules and also contm.gent upon her completing elght (8) hours
of Contmmng Edueatlon 4 hours of Agency, 2 hours of Contrexct law and 2 hours of License Law) - .

within 30 days of ther signing this order. S-ald education must be completed through a elassroom

' settmg and w111 not be- the same classes from the same prov1der as those used by this Respondent in
' her last renewal penod Further, these classes will be coutses spproved by ﬂllS Comnuss:on and be

. in addttzon to the regular hours of conunmng educahon already required of hcensees Evidence of -

_ completing mese c_lasses_ls to be prowded to this Comn_nssmn. )
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RECEIVED BY:_ "

RECEIVED BY:C

day of Jl/d/ i} : ~ -, 2019,

-mésxSSIPPI REA‘L E_STATE"COI\MSS_'ION

ilglhs Mas*eile,- Broker
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