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Dcar Ms. Brou,n:

Effcctive July 1,2016, the Mississippi Real Estate Commission (MREC) requires that all
applicants for a Mississippi rcal estate broker's license or a real estatc salesperson's license,
including nonresident licenscs, and all applicants for renewal ol any real estate licensc, shall
undergo a fingerprinrbased criminal history records check of the Mississippi central criminal
database arrd the Federal Ilureau of Investigation criminal history databasc.
The current Mississippi law, as amended by the Iv{ississippi Legislature and rvhich became
cflective July l, 2016 (2016 Miss. Larvs S.B. 2725), provides that, in order for an applicant to
qualify for a Resident or a Non-Resident real estate broker's license or real estate salesperson's
license, and for the renewal of any existing license, an applicant must have been cleared for
licensure through an investigation which determined that the applicant does not possess a
background which calls into question public trust and a verification that the prospective licensee
is not guilty ofor in violation of any statutory ground for denial of licensure (Miss. Code Ann.
$73-35-21<g>). (See also, Miss. Codc Ann. $$73-35-7, 73-35-8).

This law requires the Commission to review, among other things, the criminal history reports tha!
arc gcnerated from your backgrou:rd check. Such an omission could be considered a violation of
MS. Code Ann. $97-7-10(1) (Fraudulcnt Statcments and Rcpresenlations), which reads as follorvs:
''Whocver, with intent !o defraud the slatc or any dcpartmcnt, agcncy, oflice, board, commission,
county, municipality or other subdivision of statc or local govemrnent, knowingly and willfully
falsifies, conceals or covers up by trick, scheme or device a material fact, or makes any false,
fictitious or fraudulent statemellts or represcntations, or makes or uses any false writing or
documcnt knowing thc same to contain any false, lictitious or fraudulent statement or entry, shall,
upon conviction, be punished b1.a {ine ofnot ntorc than'len Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00) or by
imprisonment for not more than live (5) years' or by both such fine and imprisonment."

Ir should also be noted that this offense may be in further violation of Rule 5.1 (B) of
Mississippi Real Estate Commission Rules and Regulations.

the

Rulc 5.1 (B) strtes:

"Even ticensee shall, rvithin ten days, notif)'the Real Estate Commission ofanl ldverse
court dccisions in rvhich thc liccnscc appcarcC as a dcfcndant."
The Legal Counscl and thc Investigative Staffofthe Real Estate Commission has concluded that
the iniormarion obtained during the investigation ol your license file and crirninal history shorvs
an arrcst rer-.ord with convictions tha, was nol hrorrght to the Commissions attention or disclosed
at 1'our reneu'al period for licensure.

'this Oft.icial Letter of Reprirnand rvill be piaced in your file to becorne a part ofyour permanent
record. You should take every precaution to familiarize yourself with the Real Estate Brokers
License Act of 1954, as Amended, and the Administrativc Rules and Regulations ofthe Real Estate
Commission in order to avoid a serious violation which might affect the status ofyour license.
you havc any ques(ions pcrtaining to this matter, please contact Steve Miller, Attorncy for the
Comnrission. Hc can be contacted at 601-321-6978 or by e-nrail at i!Ull9l(augs.sta!9Jnl.u!.
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