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Dcar Mr. Good*in:

Effectivc Jul1 l, 2016, the Mississippi Real li]state Clommission (MREC) requires that all
applicans for a Mississippi real estaie broker's license or a real estate salesperson's license,
including nonrcsidcnt licenses, and all applicants for renewal of any real estate liccnse, shall
undcrgo a fingerprint-bascd criminal history records check of the lt{ississippi central criminal
databasc and thc l'cdcral Bureau oflnvestigation criminal history database.

The cuntnt Mississippi lau', as amendcd by the Mississippi Legislature and which became
cffcctivc July l, 2016 (2016 Miss. Laws S.l]. 2725), provides that, in order for an applicant to
qualify fa a Resident or a Non-Resident real estatc broker's license or real estate salesperson's
license, rnd for the renewal of any existing liccnsc, an applicant must have been cleared for
licensurc through an investigation which dctcrmined that the applicant does not possess a
backgromd which calls into question public trust and a verification that the prospective licensee
is not gulty of or in violation of any statutory ground for denial of licensure (lvliss. Code Ann.
$73-35-21<g>). (See also, \{iss. Codc Ann. $$73-35-7, 73-35-8).
'l-1is lawrequircs lhe Commission to revicu', among other things, the criminal history reports that
arc generated from your background check. Such an omission could be considered a violation of
MS. Co& Am. $97-7-10(l) (Fraudulent Statemcnts and Rcpresenlations), which reads as follows:
..Whoevrr, with inteut to defraud the statc or any dcpadniortt, agency, of5ce, board, commission,
courrty, nunicipality or other subdivision of stalc or local government, knowingly and willfully
falsifrcs, conccals or covers up by trick, scheme or device a material fact, or makes any false,
fictitious or fraudutent slatements or rcprescntations, or makes or uses any false writing or
docume knowing the samc to contain any false. fictitious or fraudulent statement or cntry, shall,
'l
upon corviction, be punishcd by a fine of not morc tlran cn l'housand Dollars (S 10,000.00) or by
imprisorunent for not more than five (5) years, or by both such fine and imprisonment'"
should also be noted that this offense may be in funher violation of Rule 5.1 (B) of the
Mississipi Real Estate Commission Rules and Regulations.

It

Rulc 5.1 (B) states:
"Every licensee shall, within ten days, notify thc Real Estate Commission of any adverse
court decisions in rrhich the licensee appeared as a defendant.''
The Legal Counsel and the Investigative Staffof dre Real Estate Commission has concludcd that
the information obtained during the inlestigation ofyour licensc tilc and criminal history shous
an aricst rccord rvith ccn'.'iclions that \'.'as nct b:'cught t'.'thr Comrnissions atlention ^r disclosed
at your rcnerval period lor licensurc.

This Official t.etter of Rcprimand uill be placed in 1'our filc to become a part of -vour permanent
record. You should take every precaution to familiarize yourself with the Real Estate Brokers
License Act ol 1954, as Amended, and the Administrative Rules and Rcgulations ofthe Real Estalc
Commission in order to avoid a serious violation rvhich might aftect the status ofyour license.

Ilyou

have any questions pertaining to this matter, pleasc contact Stcve Miller, Attomey for the
Commission. He can be contacled at 601-321-6978 or by e-mail at srniller@rnrec.stale.ms.us.
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