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Dear Mr. Gourlay:

Effcctive July l, 2016, thc Mississippi Real Estate Commission (MREC) requires that all
applicants for a Mississippi real estatc broker's license or a real eslate salesperson's license,
including nonrcsident liccnscs, and all applicants for renewal ofany rcal cstate liccnsc, shall
undcrgo a fingerprint-bascd criminal history records check of the Mississippi central criminal
database and the Federal Burcau of Invostigation criminal history dalabase.
The current Mississippi law, as amended by the Mississippi Legislature and which became
eflcctive .luly l. 2016 (2016 Miss. Larvs S.B. 2725). providcs that. in order for an applicant to
qualify for a Resident or a r*on-Resident real estale broker's license or real cstate salesperson's
license, and for the renerval of any existing license, an applicant must have been cleared for
liccnsure through an investigation which determined that the applicant does not possess a
background which calls into question public trust and a verification that the prospective licensee
is not guilty of or in violation of any statutory ground for denial of licensure (lv1iss. Code Am.
$73-35-21<g>) (See also, l\4iss. Codc Ann. $$73-35-7, 73-35-8).
-fhis

larv requires the Commission to rcview, among other things, the criminal history reports that
are generated from your background check. Such an omission could be considered a violation of
MS. Code Ann. {97-7-10(l ) (l'raudulent Statcments and Representations), which reads as follows:

,,Whoever, with intent to dcliaud thc stale or any department, agoncy, oflicc, board, contntission,
county, municipalitl, or other subdivision of state or local government, knowingly and willfully
falsifies, conceals or covers up by trick, scheme or device a malerial fact, or makes any false,
fictitious or fraudulent statcnlents or rcpresentations, or makes or uses any false writing or
document knowing the samc to contain any false, fictitious or fraudulent slatement or entry, shall,
upon conviction, bc punishcd b1,a fine ofnot morc than Ten'l'housand Dollars ($10.000.00) or by
imprisonment for not more than five (5) years, or by both such fine and imprisonment'"

It should also bc noted that this offense may be in'furthcr violalion of Rule 5.'l (B) of
Mississippi Real Estate Commission Rules and Rcgulations.

the

Rule 5.1 (B) states:

"Everv licensce shall, uithin ten days, notify the Real l.state Commission ofany adversc
court dccision( in ryhich the licensee appearetl as a dcfrodant."
'fhe l,egal Counsel and the Investigative Staff ol the Real F,state f'ontmission has concluded that
the infornration obtaincd during the investigation ofyour license file and criminal history shows
an arrust r elc,rd witii convictioi",s that was not brought io ihe Commissions attenticn or disclosed
at your renewal period lor licensure.
This Olficial l-cttel of Rcprim:rnd rvill bc placed in your filc to become a part of your pcrmanent
record. You should rake ever1, precaution to familiarize yourself rvith the Real Es:ate Brokers
License Act ol 195-1, as Amendcd, and thc Administrative Rules and Regulations ofthe Real Estate
Comnrission in order to a'r'oid a serious violation rihich might affect the status ofl our license.

Ilyou

have any questions pertainirrg to this mattcr, pleasc contact Stcve Miller, Attomey for the
Commission. IIe can bc contactcd at 601-321-6978 or by e-mail at fmlllql aC!]!Iq!.s1!tc.I[Lu!.
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