.

^

filidgisEtppi il&ea( @state Commiggion
t,

!rr.t}.\JPPr

l\(

[)

B,,
i\

.,

i
\

. '!].h

,.1

[cbruary 13. 2019

OFFICIAL LETTER OF REPRIMAND
Joe (Jocy) Stewart, Jr.

300 Mason Street Apt
Laurel, MS 39440
B-21177
Dear

#I I2

Mr. Slewart, Jr.:

Effcctivc July l,2016. the Mississippi Real Estate Commission (N4REC) rcquircs that all
applicants for a Mississippi real estate broker's liccnse or a real estate salesperson's license,
including nonresidcnt liccnses, shall undcrgo a fingerprint-based criminal history rccords check of
the Mississippi central criminal database and the Fcdcral Bureau of[nvestigation criminal history
databasc.

The current Mississippi law, as amended by the Mississippi Legislature and u'hich became
effectivc on July l, 2016 (2016 Miss. Larvs S.B. 2725), provides that, in order for an applicant to
qualifo for either a Rcsident or a Non-Resident real estate broker's license or real estate
salesperson's license, an applicant musl have been cleared for licensure through an investigation
u,hich determined that the applicant does not possess abackground s'hich calls into question the
public trust and must include a verification that the prospective licensee is not guilty of or in
violation ofany statutory ground for denial of licensure (Miss. Code Ann. $73-35-21<g>). (See
a/so, Miss. Code Ann. $$73-35-7, 73-35-8).
This larv requires the Commission to rcvierv, among other things, the criminal history reports that
are gencraled from your background check. Such an omission could be considered a violation of
Miss. Code Arm. $97-7-10(l) (Fraudulcnt Statements and Rcprescntations), which reads as
follorvs:
"Whocver, lvith intent to dcfraud thc stale or any dcpartment, agcncy, office, board, commission,
county, municipality or other subdivision of state or local govemrnenl., knowingly and willfulty
falsifies, conceals or covers up by trick, scheme or device a material fact, or makes any false,
fictitious or fraudulcnt statcments or representations, or makes or uses any falsc writing or
documcnt knorving the sarnc to contain an.v false, fictitious or fraudulcnt statement or entry. shall,
upon corrviction, be purrished by a fine ofnot more than Ten Thousand Dollars ($10'000.00) or by
imprisonment for not more than fir'e (5) years, or by both such fine and imprisonment."

-

The Legal Counsel and the Investigativc Staffof the Real Estate Conmission has concluded that
the information obtaincd during thc investigation ofyour license filc and criminal history shows

an arrcst record \rith convictions that wii-s not brought to the Comnrissions attcntion or disckrscd
on your application tbr licensure.

This Official Letter of Reprimand rvill be placed in your reel estate licensing fiie to become a part
of your pcrmanent rccoril. You should take cvcrl prccaution to larnilierize.v-,oursclf with the Rcal
Estatc Brokers License Act of 195,1, as Amended. and the Administrative Rules and Regulations
of the Real Estatc Commission in order ro avoid a serious violation which might negatively impact
the stalus ofvour license.

If you have any questions pertaining to this matter, please ccnlact Steve Miller, Attorney for lhc
Commission. He czur be contacled al60l-321-6978 or by e-mail at stniller@mrec.state.ms.us.

Robefi E. Praltor
Adrninishator
Mlssisslppl Real Esarc Comnlsslon
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